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k¢ How can | describe their shape? Those images worn down by the passage of so many aeons? Crab-
like they were, bodies flat and squashed, supported by crooked limbs—four or six or eight—no two
seemed alike. | saw no sign of eyes nor shape of head, and here and there they carried weaponsin
pincered hands. The bas-reliefs showed them conquering other creatures, things stranger and more
hideous even than they. Rank upon rank of jagged writing ran along above and below the figures, no
doubt describing the feats of those ancient conquerorsin lurid detail.

Kingdoms of Death, Chapter 35: The Broken Circle
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