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k¢ The speaker was a small, rat-faced little man with a pigeon chest and round shoulders. Not a visage to
inspire confidence in a genetic surgeon, though | supposed the strange man had his reasons. He wore
adevicelike ajeweler’ s glass over one eye, though whether it was only a device or part of him |
could not say, and when he smiled—which was constantly—it was to reveal teeth the color of
gunmetal. Seeing me, he stopped. “Solnech?’ he asked aloud. “Thisis Imperial, yes? No mistaking it.
The height of this!” He raised a hand above his head to indicate how tall | was. “Patrician? No no.
Palatine!” His one visible eye widened. “What is bringing palatine to Cento?’

| flashed Crim alook. No use trying to hide what | was from a geneticist, after all.
“You're Doctor Cento?’

“Yevgeni Cento, geneticist.” He thrust out a hand, and it was only after I’d taken it that | realized the
skin there was smoother and more pink than the weathered dun of his face. Y ounger. “What isit the
pal atine wants?’ He was clearly Lothrian, or had been, and had that disconcerting L othrian habit of
eliding pronouns from his speech. “ And is the pal atine having a name?’

Howling Dark, Chapter 20: The Bonecutter
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ke A walking engine of glittering metal it was, standing on arms like articul ate ropes of steel, arms
which supported a head—for head it seemed—nbullet-shaped and large as a man’ storso. With eyes
red as coals and glittering as a spider’ sit watched us, unmoving.

No one spoke. Not for along time.

How many arms were there? Seven? Eight? Each terminated in four jointed fingers like the petals of
some grotesque flower, and each was splayed on the floor.

“Permission to come aboard, sir?” When it spoke, it was in a curious high voice, strangely accented,
lilting almost as a Jaddian’s. It sounded . . . young. Like aboy newly at his post. Somehow that made
the effect more terrifying.

Howling Dark, Chapter 23: The Pilot
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