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k&t Adri had owned the little pub for more than a decade—going on two, maybe—at any rate far longer
than Kalas had been on Kanthi. She'd started it young, and might have been only ayear or two his
junior. She smiled crookedly up at him, the heavy makeup around her eyes making her look more
tired than beautiful—not that Kalas didn’t think she was beautiful. She was the sort of woman they
said had aged gracefully, who' d come to the good side of middle aged looking only alittle older than
shehad asagirl. A little wiser, perhaps. A little more sad, with a knowing light in those blue eyes.
She was an offworlder like him, yellow hair shot now with gray she hadn’t bothered to hide.
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