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"“How do you answer these charges?’ Caesar himself had asked the question, seated on
the camp stool they had set out for his makeshift throne.

Lorian had answered with his customary lip. “Unrepentantly, Honorable Caesar.”

That had sedled his fate.
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te “Cal meLorian,” he said. “I was a commander in the Imperial Red Company, under
Hadrian Marlowe himself.”
Duke only blinked at him.

“The Hero of Aptucca?’
The other man shook his head. “We don’t get word from outside.”

“The Halfmortal ?’
Nothing.
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ot “l invoke the universal sound and the One Pure. Grant me courage and clarity, that |
might know right conduct. Unite my deeds with Wisdom. | offer this prayer to the Knight

Gaahad. | invoke. ..”
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¢« “I’'mnot alone,” Lorian said, returning to his work on the machine. “1 have you.”
Daru howled, clapped hands to his forehead in exasperation. “Y ou’re just not getting it!
Fives wants to kill you. And it’s not just him. It's Cal. It's Vasu. It’s probably half the
bruisers on base.”
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«t  Surprise and a better weapon. Most times that was al it took, even against superior
numbers.
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4 « "Becausefor however long your people have been a menace to the Martians," Lorian said.
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