i “And what of my people?’ asked athickly accented voice strange to me. A gaunt woman in gray
military dress sat on a velvet-cushioned stool on the far side of the holograph, her curling black hair
pinned back at the right to fall over her left shoulder in what once—in better days—might have been
aglorious display. The gold threads of epaulet and aiguillette marked her for a nobile—and her face
was undeniably palatine.

Turning to her, | asked, “You're Lady Vaavar?’
“1 am the Duchess of Perfugium,” she answered in lieu of yes. “| ask again: what of my people?’ She
gripped the edge of the holograph table before her. “ There are thirty million people on Perfugium.

Y ou would abandon them?”

Ashes of Man, Chapter 35: Apollo Under Ice
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